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Historical Landmark Legacy A Live

On August 25, 1895, Henry Miller Morgan was born in Tyler's St.
Louis community to Henry and Alice Ingram Morgan. He
attended school in the St. Louis community, completing his
education at East Texas Academy, which later became Butler
College. Heis listed as a barber in Tyler's 1918 city directory. He
and his wife, Mabel (McClellan), had two daughters and one son.

In the 1920s, Texas enacted laws requiring licenses for barbers,
but African Americans were excluded from the requisite
education. In 1929, Morgan began developing ideas for a barber
college for African Americans. By 1933, he opened a college on
Erwin Street with five chairs. He established male and female
student dormitories, and in 1937 he opened a branch in Houston.
In 1945, he opened a location in Jackson, Mississippi, adding a
branch in Little Rock, Arkansas the next year. In 1948, his
Manhattan location opened, and a Dallas branch opened in 1949.
The Tyler headquarters quickly grew to accommodate the
expanding business, and at one time the school reportedly was
training a majority of the nation's African American barbers. The
schools' curriculum included subjects ranging from Scalp and
Skin Disease to Electricity, Chemistry and Anatomy.

Morgan went on to help found the Texas Association of
Tonsorial Artists, a professional barbers' organization, as well as
the Tyler Chapter of the Democratic Progressive Voters League.
He also served as Vice-President of the Texas Association of
Barber Schools and a Trustee of Butler College. He was an active
member at St.Louis Baptist Church.Morgan died in 1961 and is
buried in Tyler's Evergreen Cemetery. Today, he is remembered
as a Civic and Political Activist, as well as a leader in his
profession.
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Welcome and Acknowledgments
James E. Smith, President
Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists

Invocation
Reverend James E. Price
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Remarks
Mary Jane McNamara
Smith County Historical Society/ Commission

Personal Tribute
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Owner of Williams Barber College

Unveiling
Geraldine Gilbert, Cable Graves,Vernor Kennedy,
Maxine Mason, Jessie Mayes, George Walker, Harold White,
Paul White, Sam Woods and Rufus Whitaker
Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists Charter Members

Reading of the Marker
Linda Adams, Executive Secretary
Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists

Comments
Johnny Crawford and James E. Smith

Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists

Benediction



